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The psychology of those in denial of the truth about the 
income tax laid out in cold, hard, unambiguous documentation 
on the previous pages has always fascinated me.  These folks 
are presented with a simple choice between an obvious, 
patently ridiculous fiction and a plain, thoroughly-documented 
truth which has been being continuously acknowledged for 
years now even by the peddlers of the absurd fiction.  Yet the 
deniers still manage to avoid choosing to embrace the truth. 

On the one hand, these deniers are invited to imagine 
that their ancestors were drooling idiots, who inexplicably 
authorized their government agents to seize any portion of 
anybody’s and everybody’s earnings, at the whim of those 
agents, in perpetuity.  According to this myth, the only "control" 
imposed on this utterly despotic power is that those who abuse 
it can be turned out of office afterwards (by what might then be 
an utterly ruined and subjugated population).  Simply to 
describe this fantasy in plain words reveals it to be nonsense-- 
indeed, even after what most of them would admit has been a 
life-time of conditioning to the acceptance of mammoth 
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government, not one of the deniers themselves would be so 
daft as to grant such authority to the state. 

The other choice simply requires facing the fact that the 
deniers themselves have been successfully snookered by a 
careful, disciplined, generations-long campaign to cultivate and 
exploit the myth just described, and to conceal most everything 
about the true nature and history of the “income” tax.  This 
campaign is the project of a large, diverse community with a 
distinct self-interest in spreading and defending 
misunderstandings about the tax, which ranges from members 
of the political class to service-providers like "tax attorneys" and 
tax-preparers to beneficiaries of the largesse the 
misunderstandings have made available for distribution by the 
state over all these years.  Even leaving aside simple common 
sense, ALL of the relevant evidence dismisses the first choice to 
the trash-can where it belongs and makes clear that the second 
is incontrovertibly true. 

Let's be clear, these ARE the only two choices.  There's 
no such thing as being "a little bit pregnant".  When you sweep 
away all the cognitive clutter from decades of effort to create 
and exploit confusion about the tax by those who benefit 
thereby, what is left is straightforward.  Choice One is that our 
ancestors authorized an effectively unlimited “economic activity” 
tax, entirely within the discretion of the federal government as 
to what it falls upon, how heavily and for how long-- a 
proposition so absurd and grossly incompatible with the United 
States Constitution that only the completely delusional could 
entertain it, even if the US Supreme Court had not flatly 
declared it to be untrue dozens of times both before and since 
the Sixteenth Amendment.  Choice Two is that the tax is limited-
- just as the Constitution plainly says it must be, and as the 
Supreme Court has repeatedly says it remains, even after the 
Sixteenth Amendment-- meaning nothing more remarkable than 
that it only applies to certain distinguished classes of gains and 
not to those which don’t involve the use or exploitation of 
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federal privileges or resources.  Nonetheless, those who persist 
in denial refuse to get it right. 

There was a time when I imagined that the problem 
was the strength of that lifelong conditioning to which the 
deniers have been subject.  But the constantly-swelling ranks of 
Americans who DO shuck off the nonsense once presented with 
the truth proves that the conditioning is far from irreversible. 

Then I began to suspect that embarrassment played a 
significant role in this persistent denial of the demonstrated 
truth.  That it was just so mortifying for those in denial to admit 
having been so thoroughly taken in, and having needlessly 
handed over up to half of all their earnings over the years, that 
they simply couldn't bear to do so.  Instead, the deniers would 
rather just go on paying massive tribute to their mental 
conquerors, in a particularly severe case of "cutting off your 
nose to spite your face".  Nobody is THAT proud, though-- 
especially in light of the fact that nearly EVERYONE was taken 
in, and being just one of millions of victims carries no real 
stigma or shame...  

So, I've come to realize that what is actually in play with 
those who persist in denial is a fundamental failure of moral 
courage.  It's this simple: Acknowledging the truth about the tax 
inescapably imposes a moral duty upon a person to stand up 
and act in accordance with that truth, and some folks just don't 
want the burden of that kind of adult responsibility. 

It is a "see no evil" dynamic-- manage to see none (or 
equip one’s conscience with "plausible denial" of having seen 
any), and one is spared overt moral responsibility to denounce, 
and possibly confront, the evil-doer...  Avoiding that obligation 
to denounce and confront is something for which many a moral 
coward is willing to go on paying even half the fruits of his or 
her blood, sweat and tears. 

Such folks swaddle themselves in the comforting props 
of the "validating" fiction and the companionship of others 
similarly inclined.  At the same time, they remain very conscious 
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of the thoroughly-cultivated reputation of the IRS as an 
absolutely rabid junk-yard dog, utterly devoid of any respect for 
the law, and very unpleasant to confront and denounce, while 
never asking themselves why an agency of their own servant 
government would embrace and maintain such a reputation if all 
it did was administer a law the people themselves had properly 
authorized. 

  
Now that IS shameful. 

  
Happily, while the "see no evil" dynamic has little 

difficulty in finding a few warm places to live in any given group 
of people, those prone to persistent willful denial of reality are a 
small minority.  That kind of deliberate sociopathy really doesn't 
come naturally to anyone, which is why we have a name for it, 
and a culturally-embedded scornful, contemptuous regard for 
those who embrace it. 

Our natural predisposition is quite the contrary.  To a 
man and woman, our admiration and emulation is reserved for 
those who eschew such hidey-holes, and face the facts, 
however inconvenient or demanding such moral honesty may 
be. 

Thus, when all is said and done, however many deniers 
may clutter the landscape today, their ranks will steadily 
diminish.  The ranks of those standing up with eyes open, 
proclaiming and acting on the truth, will continue to grow. 
 

"I confidently trust that the American people will prove 
themselves...too wise not to detect the false pride or the 

dangerous ambitions or the selfish schemes which so often hide
themselves under that deceptive cry of mock patriotism: 'Our 

country, right or wrong!'  They will not fail to recognize that our 
dignity, our free insti utions and the peace and welfare of this 

and coming generations of Americans will be secure only as we 
cling to the watchword of true patriotism: 'Our country--when 

right to be kept right; when wrong to be put right.'" 
-Senator Carl Schurz, October 17, 1899 
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