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Our Constitutionally prescribed system of federal 

taxation partakes of the fundamental moral and legal principle 
that each person is the exclusive owner of his or her own body, 
labor, and judgment-- a principle so unfailingly sound and self-
evident that every human being that ever lived has claimed its 
protection, at least for themselves.  It is among the key 
mechanisms making possible one of the greatest achievements 
in human history: The truly practical and, overall, harmonious 
organization of a large and widely-dispersed society providing 
security, economic vitality, resources and room, by virtue of 
which the rights of Americans were well secured for many, 
many years even as the nation rose to ever-greater general 
prosperity despite periodic wars, recessions, and social 
upheavals.  Such an organization is naturally and necessarily 
dependent for its success and stability (not to mention its 
worth) upon scrupulous respect for property rights, along with 
the rule of law. 

The restoration and preservation of this blessed and 
beneficent legacy-- for ourselves, our fellows and our posterity-- 
is, I believe, among the paramount obligations of American 
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citizenship.  The alternative, no matter how persuasively 
promoted or defended, is one form or another of illegitimate 
and despicable tyranny.  Each and every such alternative 
amounts to no more and no less than the coerced subordination 
of the interests of the less powerful to the appetites of the 
militarily or politically stronger-- the degree of victimization 
within any of which is limited only by temporary forbearance of 
the dominant or the vagaries of fortune. 

However restrained any system admitting of a forcible 
claim by others to the property or labor of their neighbor might 
be at any particular time, at its very best it must be hobbled by 
uncertainty and constant struggle.  Inevitably, of course, such 
despotisms ultimately degenerate into naked slavery.  After all, 
by what argument can the claim to more be denied when the 
claim to a little has been acknowledged?  And is it not the 
nature of man to lower the bar steadily, once it has been let 
move at all?  To say otherwise is to be naïve or disingenuous, 
and in defiance of all the lessons of history. 

 
The “income” tax scheme and much of the juggernaut 

of government that it sustains manifestly stand as deep-rooted 
impediments to the fulfillment of our civic responsibility.  It is 
fortunate, therefore, that however obscure and misunderstood 
they may have become, the actual statutes relating to taxation 
have remained consistent with, and respectful of, the wise and 
critical requirements laid down by the founders in the 
fundamental law.  All that each of us need do is invoke the 
written law and claim the return of money improperly withheld; 
de-authorize improper withholdings for the future; rebut any 
erroneous assertions by others who have paid us; correct any 
improper assertions that we have made ourselves… while being 
ready to abide the storm of protest, denial, resistance, threats, 
intimidation and perhaps injustice which might follow. 

Not too long ago, those filing correctly prepared 1040’s 
would simply get a check in the mail or be met with the silent 
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acceptance of their submissions, whichever was appropriate.  
This was so even of some types of filings prepared without 
comprehensive knowledge of the law, but done solely in light of 
core Constitutional principles and thus having managed to arrive 
at the legally correct result.  The benign responses to these 
filings were those of a system taking no special notice of them 
and simply following the rules, in the mindless, automatic 
fashion to which bureaucracies are prone. 

As the volume of educated filings has risen over the 
years, the deadly threat to the scheme represented by 
widespread knowledge of the law and how to prepare an 
accurate return has come to be very much on the mind of its 
administrator-beneficiaries.  These “public servants” have 
frantically engaged in a variety of efforts to discourage 
upstanding, educated filers.  As I mentioned in ‘About 1040’s, 
And Claiming Refunds’, most accurate claims result in prompt, 
law-abiding responses.  But such a claim now faces an 
increasing chance of being met with a deliberate effort to trick 
or intimidate the filer into withdrawing or compromising the 
claim and settling back into the expensive and unprincipled but 
familiar and unthreatening role of obedient, servile member of 
the hive.  We’ve discussed many of the methods that are used 
in this effort. 

Those who are simply diligent in taking care to declare, 
attest to, and sign off on no more and no less than what they 
know to be true cannot be harmed, when all is said and done, 
by these venal and ever-so-close-to-utterly-lawless efforts.  
Nonetheless, the defense of the gravy-train which will be 
mounted by the political class, the bureaucracy, the professional 
camp-followers, and the other net-tax-beneficiaries will be 
ferocious until the very last of them have been obliged to find 
honest work.  While the abandonment of ourselves and our 
children to the humiliation and relative impoverishment of 
servitude now, and to the barbarism of utter lawlessness in the 
future, is terrible to contemplate and a powerful motivation to 
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stand up for what is right, taking on entrenched and corrupt 
opposition is tough and dangerous. 

 
So, what to do? 
 
As luck would have it, I write these words on 

Independence Day, 2003, with flags waving on every building 
that I can see through my window, and the routine sounds of 
the day punctuated constantly by the booms and cracklings of 
fireworks near and far.  It is thus very easy to bring to mind the 
words of many inspired guides from which any consideration of 
the proper course might benefit. 

Taking full advantage of this fortuitous opportunity, I 
leave you, dear reader-- with my very best wishes, and my 
sincerest thanks for the time you have given me-- in the 
wonderfully capable hands of Patrick Henry.  It was not really all 
that long ago that this great man, and the rest of his 
remarkable generation of Americans, faced an even greater test 
of courage and resolve.  They had no more to lose by surrender 
than we do today, but everything to lose, including their lives, 
by refusing to stand down.  Henry spoke for them all when he 
answered the challenge.  This is what he said: 

They tell us, sir, that we are weak; unable to cope 
with so formidable an adversary  But when shall we 
be stronger? Will it be the next week, or the next 
year? Will it be when we are totally disarmed, and 
when a British guard shall be stationed in every 
house? Shall we gather strength by irresolution and 
inaction? Shall we acquire the means of effectual 
resistance by lying supinely on our backs and hugging 
the delusive phantom of hope, until our enemies shall 
have bound us hand and foot? Sir, we are not weak if 
we make a proper use of those means which the God 
of nature hath placed in our power. The millions of 
people, armed in the holy cause of liberty, and in such

.
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a country as hat which we possess  are invincible by 
any force which our enemy can send against us. 
Besides, sir we shall not fight our battles alone.
There is a just God who presides over the destinies of 
nations, and who will raise up friends to fight our 
battles for us. The battle  sir, is not to the strong 
alone; it is to the vigilant, the active, the brave. 
Besides, sir we have no election. If we were base 
enough to desire it, it is now too late to retire from 
the contest. There is no ret eat but in submission and 
slavery! Our chains are forged! Their clanking may be 
heard on the plains of Boston! The war is inevitable--
and let it come! I repeat it, sir, let it come.  
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It is in vain, sir, to extenuate the matter

Gentlemen may cry, Peace, Peace-- but there is no
peace. The war is actually begun! The next gale that 
sweeps from the north will bring to our ears the clash 
of resounding arms! Our brethren are already in the 
field! Why stand we here idle? What is it that 
gentlemen wish? What would they have? Is life so 
dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the 
price of chains and slavery? Forbid it, Almighty God! I 
know not what course others may take; but as for 
me, give me liberty or give me death!  

 
*** 
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