
 

 

'Tis (Nearly) The Season... 

...Of Truth Or Lies 

"When a man has so far corrupted and prostituted the chastity of his mind, as to subscribe his belief to things he 

does not believe, he has prepared himself for the commission of every other crime." 

-Thomas Paine 

  

HERE'S A QUESTION FOR YOU: Are you willing to report to a government agency everything said to you by 

your neighbor? 

  

Say, for instance, that the Department of Homeland Security published a form called a "Statement Reporting 

Form". Say further that the feds passed a law requiring anyone overhearing a "statement of interest" to report it 

on one of these forms. The definition of "statements of interest" was published, but only as part of a 3.5 million-

word code. The "code" was itself only a purported representation of about twice as many words of actual 

statutory language, and in any event, you've never read either one. 

  

Under these circumstances, could you in good conscience report to the government anything your neighbor 

said to you? Would you? 

  

Would you do it knowing that by reporting a statement, you were personally attesting that it qualified as a 

"statement of interest", to the best of your knowledge and belief-- even though you personally have never 

studied those qualifications, and therefore have no idea whether any given statement really does qualify? Would 

it make a difference in your answer to this question if your lawyer or your accountant advised you to just 

"report everything"? 

  

Would you admit to yourself the simple, axiomatic truth that by reporting a statement, you were personally 

alleging it to be one in which the government should take an interest, in regard to which it will take various 

steps affecting your neighbor, the nature and consequences of which you do not know? Would you admit to 

yourself that it is axiomatic that not all statements qualify as "statements of interest", else there would be no 

definition of what does qualify? 

  

Would you make the reports anyway, under the comforting rationalization that the government can be relied on 

to scrupulously sort out which allegation is true and which is not, and will leave your neighbor alone despite 

your testimony, if your reports really shouldn't have been made? 

  

Would you still embrace that rationalization if you knew that elements of the government stood to benefit from 

treating as many statements as possible as "statements of interest"? 

  

I trust that your answers to these questions are consistently "No!"... 

  



 

 

SO, LET ME ASK YOU ANOTHER QUESTION: Why, next month, will you report to the government on a 

"Payment Reporting Form" (whether denominated as a W-2, 1099, or K-1) everything you paid to your 

neighbor/worker/contractor? 

 

You have to know that in doing so, you are attesting to a personal knowledge and belief that what you report 

qualifies as a payment required to be so reported. And yet, you have never read the law laying out those 

qualifications. 

  

It's possible that you have read a snippet or two of law relating to the subject. These would be snippets teased 

out of the whole enormous body of relevant law by an agency that wants you to simply report everything-- 

because, as you know, it makes money on all "reportable payments". 

 

But you know perfectly well that you haven't read ALL the law, and so don't personally know that there aren't 

portions indicating that the payments you made DON'T qualify. And you know that axiomatically not all 

payments qualify, else there would be no definitions of those that are to be reported, and that to whatever degree 

those definitions that you may have seen appear to be all-encompassing, they simply cannot be, for the same 

reason. 

  

Now, I'm not saying that you shouldn't report any given payment, of course. Some payments DO qualify, after 

all. 

  

I'm just asking whether you really can, in good conscience, declare something as being true to the best of your 

knowledge and belief if, in fact, you really don't have any relevant knowledge, and have no better basis for a 

belief than, "So-and-so told me to report these, or told me I'd get in trouble if I don't report them..." 

  

Wouldn't that be, well, immoral? Wouldn't that be a hypocritical violation of respect for the reason for the 

season 'tis right now? 

  

I'm just asking... 

  

 

"Public virtue cannot exist in a Nation without private Virtue, and public Virtue is the only Foundation of 

Republics." 

-John Adams 

  

Learn the truth about the tax and how it fits into the Founders' design by which private American virtue 

ensures public virtue. 

 

 Visit losthorizons.com and just start reading. 
  

http://losthorizons.com/



