
To: The Federal Grand Jury 
 US District Courthouse 
 Spokane, WA 
 
From:  David R Squires      Date: 11/01/07 
 <address> 
 <phone> 
 
Subject: Complaint of a Federal Crime Committed by IRS Agent(s) 
 
Dear Federal Grand Jury Members, 

This letter is to report a complaint of the commission of the Federal crime of 
witness tampering under the Obstruction of Justice section of USC, Title 18 by an IRS 
agent or agents in the Ogden office of the Internal Revenue Service.  Attached to this 
letter are copies of the relevant evidence.   I am filing this complaint with this district 
because there is extraterritorial jurisdiction for the crime of witness tampering under this 
section of Title 18. 
 
The relevant section of Title 18 is quoted below for your reference. 

18 USC Sec. 1512  
01/26/98 

TITLE 18 - CRIMES AND CRIMINAL PROCEDURE  
PART I - CRIMES  
CHAPTER 73 - OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE  

HEADING  

Sec. 1512. Tampering with a witness, victim, or an informant  

STATUTE   

(b) Whoever knowingly uses intimidation or physical force, threatens, or 
corruptly persuades another person, or attempts to do so, or engages in 
misleading conduct toward another person, with intent to -  

(1) influence, delay, or prevent the testimony of any person 
in an official proceeding; 

…shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than ten years, or 
both. 

 

In addition… 



(f) For the purposes of this section— 
(1) an official proceeding need not be pending or about to be instituted at the time of the 
offense; and 
(2) the testimony, or the record, document, or other object need not be admissible in 
evidence or free of a claim of privilege.

Also, regarding jurisdiction…  

(h) There is extraterritorial Federal jurisdiction over an offense under this section. 
(i) A prosecution under this section or section 1503 may be brought in the district in 
which the official proceeding (whether or not pending or about to be instituted) was 
intended to be affected or in the district in which the conduct constituting the alleged 
offense occurred. 
 

The attached letters are the incontrovertible evidence that this crime was 
committed under color of law by the agent who signed the 3176C letter.  I have included 
copies of the IRS letter and my response where I specifically mention that he was 
committing the mentioned crime and what parts of the letter violate the Title 18 law.  My 
caution to him was ignored.  Then the Fresno office of the IRS falsely assessed a 
frivolous filing penalty for each year in question.  Apparently, this is a common arm-
twisting practice to coerce those whose tax returns are considered inconvenient or counter 
the IRS goal to “maximize revenue”. 
 

The letter I received from the IRS was intimidating to say the least.  If you read it 
and put yourself in my place you can see how this is the case.  The intent of the letter is to 
coerce me to change my sworn testimony on my amended tax returns.   

 
Any tax return filed with the IRS is signed under penalty of perjury as to its 

accuracy and truthfulness. This puts all tax returns squarely under the protection of the 
obstruction of justice laws in Title 18. This practice of the IRS is absolutely illegal.  Any 
tax return filed with the IRS is an “official proceeding” because it is signed under penalty 
of perjury and is an affidavit. 
 
The 3176C letter says the following. 
 
“If you send us a correct return(s), we will disregard the previous document(s) filed and 
not assess the frivolous return penalty.” 
 
 

This is attempted coercion plain and simple.  My amended returns are and were 
correct.  No “correction” was needed.  The suggestion here is that they were “incorrect”. 
“Correct” to the IRS appears to be anything that does not result in zero tax liability.  The 
threat is veiled one here in that I could avoid a frivolous filing penalty.  Would you not 
feel pressured and coerced?  However, it doesn’t end there.  
 

http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/html/uscode18/usc_sec_18_00001503----000-.html


There was also this text in the letter, which is an outright threat and intimidating 
in the extreme. 
“This is to inform you of the potential consequences of the position you have taken and to 
offer you an opportunity to correct your position within 30 days of the date of this letter.” 
 

Both statements are threats intended to be coercive to get me to change my sworn 
testimony on the amended 1040X tax returns through fear and intimidation.  Would you 
not, as citizens like me, feel threatened and intimidated reading those statements?  Most 
people I know are terrified of the IRS just asking to do an audit of their tax returns not to 
mention receiving a letter like this.  I did feel very much threatened and intimidated.   
 

So the evidence is clear that threats and intimidation were used in an attempt to 
coerce me to change sworn testimony on affidavits (amended returns).  It is very clear 
that a felony crime has been committed by IRS agent Scott Prentky.  Since he likely gets 
his marching orders from the District Director of the Ogden office it would mean that the 
District Director is complicit in the commission of the crime.  I don’t know if the 
Commissioner at the highest level is also implicated.  Complicity might go all the way up 
the chain of command.  That is not for me to decide. 
 

No claim was ever made by the IRS that I committed perjury.  No claim was ever 
made that the numbers were inaccurate.  No claim was ever made that I was 
unreasonable. The IRS cannot prove any of these possible claims in any event because 
the numbers are perfectly accurate and carefully taken from the original returns that were 
in error and my claims for refund legally sound.  I have been perfectly reasonable and 
polite in all responses to the IRS.  I even informed them that I would be filing this 
complaint with a Federal Grand Jury in my last letter to them.  The IRS has become 
suddenly silent on the issue. 

 
The IRS has no authority to ignore sworn testimony that is accurate and truthful.  

The IRS has no authority to issue such intimidating and threatening letters with the 
purpose of coercing people to change sworn testimony.  Tax returns are sworn affidavits 
and unless willfully or obviously inaccurate or self-contradictory must be accepted and 
processed as such. 

 
If a person has made a mathematical error there are better ways to inform them of 

the error.  If a person has outright lied it would be obvious and they should be charged 
with perjury.  I have done neither and the IRS cannot prove it.  The burden of proof lies 
with the IRS and they have no basis for proof.  So they resort to instilling fear and 
intimidating innocent citizens on a regular basis. 
 

A crime has been committed under color of law by an agent of the government 
and must be reported in order to stop these intimidation tactics of the IRS.   I am sorry 
that an agent or agents possibly will face a felony indictment or indictments and fines or 
jail time and lose their jobs, but I have no other recourse to remedy the situation.  These 
mean spirited and illegal arm-twisting tactics must be stopped.   

 



I have filed this complaint with the Federal Grand Jury after long deliberation 
because it is a very serious matter.  However, I have come to believe that it is one of the 
responsibilities of American citizenship to keep the government from falling into error 
rather than the other way around.  That is the spirit in which I file this complaint. 

 
I leave it up to this honorable Federal Grand Jury to determine if Federal criminal 

indictments against the perpetrators are appropriate.  For my part, I think it clear that a 
felony crime has been committed and indictment(s) should be handed down to the 
Federal prosecutor.  I will be happy to testify before the Grand Jury if requested.    

 
This complaint is not about the Federal Income Tax. Please do not let that cloud 

the issue. This complaint is purely about the commission of the crime of witness 
tampering under the Title 18, obstruction of justice laws.  Threats and attempted coercion 
to change sworn testimony are not permitted where the official proceedings of tax returns 
are concerned.  It just so happens that this involves government employee(s) of the 
Internal Revenue Service and their threatening and coercive communications. 

 
Copies of the supporting evidence you should require for your investigation are 

attached. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
David R Squires 
 
Attachments: 
3176C letter 
My response to the 3176C letter 
IRS response to my response 
My second response  
Frivolous filing penalty letter 
CP504 Intent to levy letter  
My response to the CP504 letter 


