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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN 

SOUTHERN DIVISION 

 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, : 

      : 

   Plaintiff,  : 

      : 

  v.    : Case No. 13-cr-20371 

      : Honorable Victoria A. Roberts 

DOREEN HENDRICKSON,  : 

      :    

   Defendant.  : 

 

 

 

 

MOTION TO ALLOW DEPOSITION OF DEBRA A. BLASHFIELD 

 

Doreen Hendrickson respectfully moves the Court, pursuant to Federal Rule 

of Criminal Procedure 15, to order the pretrial deposition of Debra A. Blashfield.  

Mrs. Hendrickson files a supporting brief and further states: 

1) Trial in this matter is scheduled July 21, 2014. 

2) The testimony of Debra A. Blashfield is essential to Mrs. Hendrickson’s 

defense. 

3) Mrs. Blashfield suffers from liver failure and her availability to testify as 

a defense witness in July of 2014 is uncertain. 

4) Federal Rule of Criminal Procedure 15 allows the Court to Order the 

deposition of a witness in order to preserve the witnesses testimony for 

trial. 
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5)  Concurrence was sought from the attorneys for the United States and 

was refused. 

For these reasons, Mrs. Hendrickson respectfully moves the Court to enter an 

Order allowing the deposition of Debra A. Blashfield in order to preserve her 

testimony for trial. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

__________________________________ 

Doreen Hendrickson, in propria persona 

April 18, 2014 
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Statement of Issues 

Whether a defense witness whose acute and ongoing health issues should be 

ordered deposed prior to trial in order to preserve her testimony. 

Controlling Authority 

Federal Rule of Criminal Procedure 15(a)(1). 



 

 

ARGUMENT 

 

Federal Rule of Criminal Procedure 15(a)(1) provides: 

A party may move that a prospective witness be deposed in order to preserve 

testimony for trial. The court may grant the motion because of exceptional 

circumstances and in the interest of justice. 

 

The Sixth Circuit has noted that: 

“It is well established that the infirmity of an elderly witness which prevents 

him or her from traveling is an “exceptional circumstance” which justifies 

the use of deposition testimony at trial. United States v. Keithan, 751 F.2d 9 

(1st Cir.1984). The determination of admissibility of deposition testimony 

based on the unavailability of the witness is a matter left to the discretion of 

the trial judge. United States v. Acosta, 769 F.2d 721 (11th Cir.1985). 

U.S. v. Campbell 845 F.2d 1374, 1377 -1378 (6
th
 Cir. 1988) 

 

 In this case, Debra A. Blashfield’s testimony is essential to Doreen 

Hendrickson’s defense in her upcoming trial. Mrs. Blashfield's poor health 

prevented her from appearing as a defense witness in Mrs. Hendrickson’s first trial. 

It is uncertain that she will be available as a witness for the July 21, 2014 trial date. 

Under these circumstances, the Court should Order that her testimony be preserved 

by way of deposition for use at trial should her health again prevent her from 

testifying as a defense witness. 

 

CONCLUSION 

As indicated by Mrs. Blashfield's affidavit (EXHIBIT 1), her testimony is 

significant to Mrs. Hendrickson's defense, and Mrs. Blashfield unavoidably and 



 

 

forgivably cannot be considered reliably able to appear in trial. Mrs. Hendrickson 

respectfully moves the Court to Order Mrs. Blashfield's testimony preserved by 

deposition against the possibility of her being unable to appear during regular trial 

proceedings, in the interest of justice. 

 

________________________________________ 

Doreen Hendrickson, in propria persona 

April 18, 2014 

 

Attached: EXHIBIT 1, Affidavit of Debra Blashfield 
 


