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 1 Defendant.

 2 It is not a defense to the crime of Contempt that the Court Order that the 

 3 Defendant is accused of violating was unlawful or unconstitutional.  

 4 An inability to comply with an Order of the Court is a complete defense to the 

 5 charge, a charge of Contempt.

 6 Now I want to say a word about the dates mentioned in the Indictment.  The 

 7 Indictment charges that the crime happened on or about certain dates.  The 

 8 Government does not have to prove that the crime happened on that exact date, but 

 9 the Government must prove that the crime happened reasonably close to that date.

10 Now this is an instruction about mental state.  I want to explain something 

11 about proving a Defendant's state of mind.  Ordinarily there's no way that a 

12 Defendant's state of mind can be proved directly because no one can read another 

13 person's mind and tell what that person is thinking.  But a Defendant's state of mind 

14 can be proven directly from the surrounding circumstances.  This includes things like 

15 what the Defendant said, what the Defendant did, how the Defendant acted and any 

16 other facts or circumstances in evidence that show what was the Defendant's state of 

17 mind.

18 You may also consider the natural and probable results of any acts that the 

19 Defendant knowingly did or did not do and whether it is reasonable to conclude that 

20 the Defendant intended those results.  This, of course, is all for you to decide.

21 Now that concludes the part of the instructions explaining the elements of the 

22 crime.  Next I want to explain some rules that you must use in considering some of 

23 the testimony and evidence.

24 Now you've heard the Defendant testify.  Earlier I talked to you about the 

25 credibility or the believability of the witnesses, and I suggested some things for you to 
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