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 1 UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

 2 FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN
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 4

 5 UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

 6 Plaintiff, Case No.  13-20371

 7 -vs-

 8 Detroit, Michigan

 9 DOREEN HENDRICKSON, April 9, 2015

10 Defendant.  
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 1 the IRS when the -- there was a mistrial in 2013 with the hung jury and as of this 

 2 morning more than 1600 people have signed this online petition to supposedly 

 3 exonerate Doreen Hendrickson. The write-up accompanying that petition includes a 

 4 picture of the Defendant in a statement by her that she had been ordered to swear to 

 5 facts she does not believe to be true. The text introducing that petition exhorts the 

 6 Defendant's supporters to attend the sentencing so that -- and I quote -- "The Judge 

 7 will know that all eyes are on her.  She will know this story will not die quietly."

 8 As we point out in our Sentencing Memorandum, the people who signed that 

 9 petition and who are the followers of the outcome of this case are exactly the kind of 

10 people who need to be deterred from violating the tax laws.  The public records show 

11 that more than 120 of them are in some kind of tax trouble already.  Typically in the 

12 State and local records they are subject to Federal or State tax liens.  At least 25 of 

13 those individuals have documents posted on the Lost Horizons website as an 

14 example of these so-called victories of rule of law.  These are people that have 

15 actually obtained fraudulent refunds based on the scheme promoted by the 

16 Defendant.

17 As I indicated earlier, the sentencing comes at a fortuitous time, Your Honor.  

18 There are thousands of Americans trying to decide whether to file a tax return at all 

19 next week, or whether to file a true return or a false one in conformance with the 

20 theories of the Defendant's husband.  And the publicity surrounding this case means 

21 that the Court has a unique opportunity to deter those who would emulate the 

22 Defendant in her fraud and her contempt by sentencing her to a term of incarceration 

23 that is inconsistent with getting away with it.  If those thousands of people following 

24 this case see that Doreen Hendrickson has not gotten away with it, they may very well 

25 decide to stay clear of her husband's scheme and file returns and pay their taxes in a 
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